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growing up wild

encouraging children to impact the world for God’s glory!



INTRODUCTION:

growing up wild began as captured thoughts and little ideas that came and went.  Just like 

bread being kneaded in a bowl, those ideas started to stick and pull away from the corners of 
our minds and turn into a ball that has just been rolling ever since.  

Our hope is that growing up wild will be a blessing to many families.  We pray that this 

program will spur you on to live for Christ.  I tell my boys all the time, “We learn and work 
hard at gaining knowledge, not so that we will become smart or be known as clever, or in 
order to make a name for ourselves, but so that we can be used for Christ.”  I believe that our 
purpose is to make His name great among all peoples, to glorify Him.  I believe our purpose 
is to enjoy Him and all He has done and is doing and will do for us, to enjoy all that He has 
created.  And so it is our prayer that as we share with you about our life, you won’t see us and 
our many imperfections, blunders, or typos, but you will see that we serve a mighty God!  He 
is a beautiful God, a just God, a tender and caring God, a Creator of amazing proportions, the 
God of the ages. He doesn’t change, and is still about redeeming people and bringing them 
into a right relationship with Him even at the ends of the earth.  
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We really consider it a great privilege to be able to be a part of foreign missions in a remote 
part of the world.  We believe that the Bible is true and living and powerful.  We believe that 
it is God’s desire and His plan to redeem people from every nation and people group. We want 
to share with you about our story with Him.  It really is our prayer that God will raise up men 
and women who want to live all out for Him, craving to be stretched and used and poured out 
for His namesake.  

!IMPORTANT! :  We have many activities that suggest researching on the web.  Please note 
that we are suggesting this with the intention that it will be a group activity with adult 

supervision.  Please don’t let your children browse on the internet without supervision!  Many 
resources are available on the web, but we know there can be a lot of dangers as well.      
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Rainy Day

Overview:    We don’t have regular seasons in Wano-land, and rain falls on our house most 
nights in the jungle.    Because we are located on the equator the temperature doesn’t vary much 
all year around.  It gets dark every evening about the same time and usually the rain ushers it in.  
The Wild brothers usually have sunny cool weather during the days  however, you will see in this 
episode how stormy it can get during one of our not so normal Rainy Days.  When your stuck 
inside because of rainy weather it can be fun.  I enjoy an occasional rainy day, it is a nice change 
of pace and forces us to stay in.   In this episode you will see how this rainy day made the boys 
think back to sunnier days like the ones we all enjoyed on a beautiful island.  This episode is 
going to whisk you away to a land of waves, palm trees and hermit crabs!

Activities
✴Life:  There is something about being far from all that our own culture offers that makes 

one focus on what God has provided.  From our early days in the jungle, I noticed the many 
mercies of God that we and the Wano people enjoy.  Job says in chapter 5 that God’s works 
are great, marvelous and unsearchable.  Several years back,  I remember being prodded to 
wonder if rain would be the example I would have chosen.  Job did, and now that I live in the 
jungle I realize better why he did.  Rain is a great mercy of God that provides the earth with 
the needed water to grow, replenishes water sources, cleans the air, cleans the trails and much 
more.  What are some other mercies that God provides for the earth on a constant basis?  
Make a list, keep it ongoing for a week or more.  I would love to see your list.  
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Don’t let this guide become a cramped box.  Be creative and tweak the activities to
 suit your group and environment.  This is just the kindling to spark a fire of fun and 

learning.  Our main teaching object in Growing up Wild is to spur one another on as 
followers of Christ.  We would like to share with you a glimpse of our world, but 

mostly to testify to the greatness of the God we serve and how He is working in the remote corners of our world.  Much love to you, the Wild brothers’ mom



Job 5. 9 &10
(God) who does great things and unsearchable, marvelous things without number he gives rain 

on the earth and sends waters on the fields. ESV

✴Field Trip:  Visit a local pet store and observe all the tropical fish that they carry.  Find out 
where they are originally found.  Draw a few sketches of your favorite ones.

✴Science:  Invest in a rain gauge and begin recording your rainfall.  See how it compares to 
past recorded rainfall in your area, or current rainfall in  other areas of your state, or even 
across the country.

✴History:  Study for yourself how Papua was involved in World War II.  Extended Project:  
Write a short paper, paragraph or list of facts on what you found.
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Notes:



RAINFALL 
Date Inches/ Centimeters of 

Rainfall
 Notes:
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New Discoveries
Overview:  Explore your world!  I really enjoy raising boys, they are so curious and so 
eager to explore.  They have taught me to really take time to enjoy the things that God has 
created.  As we were teaching the Wano people the fact that God created everything, and we 
began to list off all the many things, one thing struck us all . . . variety.  God created so many 
amazing things for His pleasure and our enjoyment!   Watch this show to find out what treasure 
you may own that needs to be discovered by those around you!  In this episode the Wild brothers 
will show you step by step how they began their own Papuan butterfly collection.  They will also 
share with you how the Wano people have made new discoveries of their own by learning how to 
read and write their language for the first time in history, and learning about their Creator and 
Redeemer!

Activities
✴Life:  In Ephesians, we hear Paul’s heart as he desires the believers in Ephesus to truly 

know the scope of Christ.  God’s Word is His revelation to us.  He begins in Genesis  
revealing His attributes and His characteristics.  As you keep reading, you discover Him, how 
He works through the lives of men, and what He expects from mankind.  The Bible is like a 
bottomless chest of treasure to be discovered.  Dig deep and discover for yourself the 
treasures that will last for all eternity.  Don’t be just a hearer of God’s Word, be a doer.  As 
you listen to God’s Word and step out by faith, you will see for yourself that our God is truly 
a faithful, unchanging God and that He is working in your life just like He did in the lives of 
those in the Bible.  Once you find these things, be sure to pass them on and share the wonder 
of our Great Redeemer,  Jesus Christ with those around you.

✴Exercise:  Get outside and enjoy the world He made for you.  This might be just taking a 
few minutes to jog, take a walk, swim, surf, ride a skateboard, jump rope, or a stand up 
paddle board.  Enjoy!

✴Science:  Consider making an insect collection of your own.  One of the first steps is to 
begin observing the insect life in your backyard or area.  From what you find, choose one 
species and begin collecting!  Look over each of your little friends and see if you can draw 
them and diagram their body parts.  Watch for any changes from specimen to specimen.  
Look for markings, different colors, the borders of their limbs or wings, you could even 
measure them with a ruler and keep track of the size differences.  Find resources online or at 
your local library to determine its scientific name and description.  Have fun!
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✴Relate:  We hear so many night sounds in the jungle.  What do you hear at night?  Try 
recording sounds at night and then try to identify the sounds you hear. 

✴Invest:  Reading opens a whole new world for everyone.  Being a part of seeing the Wano 
people learn to read and write their own language was a lot of fun.  Our goal in this was so 
that they could eventually read God’s Word for themselves.  In addition to that, they are 
finding that they can record their own stories, and learn information about places they have 
never been to, or things they have never seen.  The Wano people can only read the books that 
we have written and printed for them so far, but think of the endless possibilities we as 
English speakers have.  We have more books printed in the English language than we could 
ever read.  Find out about literacy programs in your area or learning English as a second 
language programs.  Who knows, maybe you could volunteer for the day and help someone 
learn to read!
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Hiking Adventure
Overview:    The Wild brothers are leaving their Home Sweet Hut and heading on a Hiking 
Adventure!  In this episode you will see and hear many of the wonderful things a tropical rain 
forest has to offer.  So, grab your backpack and a bag of marshmallows because we are going 
camping!

Activities
✴Life:  Thankfully, God’s Word is available to us.  It is in our own language for us to read.  

God has given it to us to reveal Himself to us.  I went to a bookstore recently and there were 
Bibles with many different covers, different translations, sizes and styles.  What a blessed 
people we are!  God’s Word says that the Word itself is a light for our path, as God Himself 
directs our path.  We, as followers of Christ, are not on our own just wandering around this 
earth without direction.  We have a purpose.  Our purpose is to glorify and enjoy our sweet 
Creator.  Our God is a good and near God.  He is never busy, He is never asleep, He never 
forgets, He is never impatient, He is never unfaithful.  He is guiding us and working out all 
things for our good, for those who love God and are called according to His purpose.  Share 
stories as a family or small group about ways in the past that He has clearly worked out 
circumstances and directed you.  

✴Field Trip: This trip might take you to a state park, local camping ground, or it might be to 
your back yard or even your living room.  No matter where you go and for how long, have 
fun.  Find (or make) a place where everyone is together, enjoying one another, a place where 
there are no computers, phones or electronics.  A place with just plain ol’ natural 
entertainment is a fun place to be.  Enjoy the sunrises, the sunsets, a cool stream, collecting 
rocks, following the footprints of a small animal, sitting quietly and watching the stars or 
singing.  Don’t forget to take a card game or board game.  

✴Science:  On your trip record all your observations and make sketches of anything that you 
will want to remember.  You could also make a photo journal or edit all your video and make 
your own Hiking Adventure movie.  Let us know how your adventure turns out!

✴Relate:  We have come to think that there is nothing quite like a sweet potato cooked on 
open fire.  Have I caught your attention?  Well, first you have to have a hot fire.  You place 
the sweet potato up against the logs and let them roast for about 8 minutes on each side.  
Then bury the potato in the ash and wait for about 45 minutes.  Finally, take the potato out of 
the ashes, dust it off, break it open and enjoy! 
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